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Abstract
Measurements and simulations of the slow extraction of

bunched particle beams via tune scan at the GSI heavy ion
synchrotron SIS18 were performed to study the temporal
structure of the spills. The arrival times of extracted sin-
gle particles were recorded in relation to the bunch-forming
80 MHz rf signal. It is demonstrated that high-frequency
bunching leads to an enlarged synchrotron tune and, hence,
to isolated synchro-betatron resonances that are crossed dur-
ing the tune scan. The resonances affect the temporal struc-
ture of the extracted beams on time scales ranging from
nanoseconds to seconds.

BUNCHED BEAM SLOW EXTRACTION
Most users of the GSI synchrotron SIS18 demand resonant

slow extraction with a typical duration between 1 and 10 s.
The tune-scan method is performed by increasing the hori-
zontal tune towards a 3rd integer resonance, i.e., 𝑄𝑥 → 4 1

3 .
For coasting beam extraction, pronounced fluctuations ap-
pear on time scales from 10 µs up to several ms. They are
related to the current ripple of the quadrupole magnets [1–3].
These fluctuations are referred to as spill micro-structure.
Several schemes for mitigating spill micro-structures on
coasting beams were examined at GSI [2–6].

In addition, the spill micro-structure mitigation by cre-
ating stationary bunches inside the synchrotron has been
investigated at GSI [5, 6] and is adopted in ion synchrotrons
for cancer treatment; further literature is compiled in [7].
Commonly, acceleration and bunching are performed with
ferrite-loaded cavities that provide a maximum rf of 𝑓rf,max =

5.5 MHz, corresponding to an rf harmonic number ℎ = 4.
The modifications of the spill micro-structure for such con-
ditions were previously investigated through measurements
and MAD-X simulations [8]. It was also shown experimen-
tally that the ferrite cavity rf imprints bunch-synchronous
time structures on the extracted beam of typically 10 ns du-
ration and separated by the bunch period of 200 to 300 ns.
These structures are referred to as spill nano-structures and,
unfortunately, limit the applicability of the extracted beams
for some fixed-target experiments.

In this work, we describe the temporal structure for high-
frequency bunching with ℎ = 90 in order to reduce the
separation between the extracted bunches. The high har-
monic numbers are achieved by installing a pillbox-like rf-
cavity in SIS18, which provides a frequency range of 80.2
to 81.6 MHz. Tunability is required to match harmonics for
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the relevant extraction energies between 0.3 and 2 GeV/u.
More cavity parameters are described in [9].

During extraction, the horizontal tune 𝑄𝑥 is scanned, and
synchro-betatron resonances (SBR) [10–12] are crossed at
the resonance condition

𝑛𝑄𝑥 + 𝑚𝑄𝑠 = 𝑝 with 𝑛, 𝑚, 𝑝 ∈ Z \ {0} . (1)

where 𝑄𝑠 is low-amplitude synchrotron tune [10,13]. SBRs
are excited due to the coupling of horizontal and longitudinal
particle motions by dispersion at the bunching cavity and
sextupole fields, as well as chromaticity. For a circulating
beam with velocity 𝛽𝑐, mass 𝐴𝑚0𝑐

2, ionic charge 𝑞𝑒, and
gap voltage 𝑈gap, the low-amplitude synchrotron tune 𝑄𝑠 is

𝑄𝑠 =

√︄
1

2𝜋
· 𝑞𝑒

𝐴𝑚0𝑐2 · |𝜂 |
𝛽2𝛾

· ℎ ·𝑈gap ∝
√︁
ℎ ·𝑈gap (2)

with 𝜂 = 1/𝛾2
tr − 1/𝛾2 being the phase slip factor and 𝛽, 𝛾

being the Lorentz factors; 𝛾tr = 5.58 is the transition energy.
As the synchrotron tune 𝑄𝑠 increases, the spacing between
SBRs becomes larger. For the investigated gap voltages, a
fraction of particles is at the periphery or even outside the
stationary bucket. Hence, the amplitude-dependent decrease
of the synchrotron tune is quite relevant for resonant slow
extraction.

MEASUREMENT SETUP AND ANALYSIS
In measurements with high-frequency bunching, a 14N7+

beam was injected into SIS18 at 11.4 MeV/u via multi-
turn injection, filling the horizontal acceptance, and was
subsequently accelerated to the extraction energy of 𝐸 =

300 MeV/u by the ferrite-loaded cavity operating at harmon-
ics ℎ = 4. After debunching, the beam was adiabatically
rebunched in 0.25 s to build bunches at 81.44 MHz (ℎ = 90).
The gap voltage was varied between 𝑈gap = 0.5 and 13 kV;
for comparison, a coasting beam was also measured. At
𝑈gap = 2 kV, 𝑄𝑠 = 0.0038; other values scale according to
Eq. (2). An extraction duration of 𝑡ex = 8 s using a tune
ramp Δ𝑄𝑥 = 0.0061 was chosen; the average extraction rate
was 𝑟av ≈ 106 s−1. The extracted particles were detected
using a BC400 plastic scintillator coupled to a photomulti-
plier. The particles’ arrival times were recorded by a TDC
(CAEN V1290N) [14]. The system’s overall time resolution
is better than 0.3 ns. The data are displayed using the extrac-
tion rate as a function of extraction time or relative to the
zero-crossing of the bunching frequency.

For the micro-structure evaluation, time bins ofΔ𝑡 = 10 µs
are generated and analysed using the average counts
⟨𝑐⟩2 (𝑡ex) = 𝜇2

𝑐 (𝑡ex) and the variance ⟨𝑐2⟩(𝑡ex) = 𝜎2
𝑐 (𝑡ex)
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Figure 1: Measured duty factor (top) and count rate (bot-
tom) for Δ𝑡=10 µs during extraction for different gap volt-
ages, with evaluation interval of 𝑡bin = 20 ms and 100 ms,
respectively.

Figure 2: Weighted duty factor for different gap voltages.

within an interval [𝑡ex, 𝑡ex + 𝑡bin] of length 𝑡bin = 20 ms. The
common definition of duty factor as a function of extraction
time 𝐹Δ𝑡 (𝑡ex) and the general Poisson limit 𝐹P (𝑡ex) [1] are

𝐹Δ𝑡 (𝑡ex) =
𝜇2
𝑐 (𝑡ex)

𝜇2
𝑐 (𝑡ex) + 𝜎2

𝑐 (𝑡ex)
and 𝐹P (𝑡ex) =

𝜇𝑐 (𝑡ex)
𝜇𝑐 (𝑡ex) + 1

.

(3)
For the entire spill characterisation, the weighted duty factor
𝐹w is defined by a weighted average over one extraction:

𝐹w =
1∫

𝜇𝑐 (𝑡ex) d𝑡ex

∫
𝜇𝑐 (𝑡ex) 𝐹Δ𝑡 (𝑡ex) d𝑡ex . (4)

MEASURED SPILL MICRO-STRUCTURE
Figure 1 displays the measured time-dependent duty fac-

tors and the corresponding count rates for several gap volt-
ages. The first observation is that increasing the gap voltage
leads to the earlier extraction of the beams. This arises from
the larger momentum spread and the resulting chromatic
horizontal tune spread after bunching. The starting value
of the tune ramp was kept constant to prevent systematic
uncertainties. In addition, the time-dependent duty factors
found for bunched beams created with any gap voltage are
significantly higher than those found for the coasting beam.

However, the duty factors vary during extraction, with a
more pronounced dip appearing earlier at higher voltages.
The dip position is related to the timing of the SBR crossing
during the tune scan; see below.

Using the weighted duty factor for the entire spill charac-
terisation, the improvements compared to the coasting beam
are visualised in Fig. 2. The maximum is reached at a rela-
tively low gap voltage of𝑈gap = 2 kV. It reflects a significant
increase in the duty factor, low temporal variation, and less
pronounced dips.

Figure 3: Particle arrival distributions with respect to the rf
along the extraction time: measurements (upper row) and
simulations (lower row).

MEASURED SPILL NANO-STRUCTURE
The upper row of Fig. 3 depicts the extracted particle

arrival distributions at the scintillator, determined with re-
spect to the bunching rf as a function of the extraction time.
A noticeable variation in the bunch structure is observed,
with separated islands of different centres and widths. The
number of islands decreases with pronounced separation at
higher gap voltages, i.e., larger low-amplitude synchrotron
tunes. To our knowledge, this is the first report of such
high-resolution measurements in the literature. According
to the simulations depicted in the lower row of Fig. 3 and
described below, the structure can be attributed to changes
in the circulating beam properties during the SBR crossing
and is correlated with variations in the duty factor. Fur-
ther results are presented in [15, 16]. An additional series
of measurements with beam energies ranging from 300 to
900 MeV/u revealed comparable variations in micro- and
nano-structures.

SIMULATIONS AND INTERPRETATION
Extensive particle tracking simulations were performed

using Xsuite [17], with realistic parameters compiled in
Table 1. To improve simulation efficiency, the extraction
duration was shortened to 𝑡ex = 0.55 s. Realistic quadrupole
power supply ripples are included based on previous investi-
gations [2,3,16]. The simulation results depend on ripple am-
plitude, horizontal emittance, and initial momentum spread.
The chosen values are comparable to the measurements.

Figure 4 shows the evolution of the horizontal profile of
the circulating beam for different gap voltages. When the
SBR condition is reached, the transverse distribution func-
tion is significantly modified. In particular, for the lowest
order resonance 3𝑄𝑥 + 𝑄𝑠 = 13, a twofold reaction oc-
curs: Firstly, a type of halo develops as a subset of particles
moving to the periphery. Secondly, the concentration at
the core increases. Accordingly, the standard deviation of
the resulting non-Gaussian distribution increases, reflecting
halo formation and particle extraction, followed by a strong
reduction associated with the core concentration.

Figure 5 shows the temporal longitudinal profiles of the
circulating bunches. At the resonance condition, the distri-
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Table 1: Xsuite Simulation Parameters for SIS18

Parameter Values

Ion, kin. energy [MeV/u ] 14N7+, 300
Trans. emi. 𝜀 [mm·mrad] 2.5 (hor.), 2.0 (vert.)
Δ𝑝/𝑝 before bunching 10−4

Harmonic number ℎ 90
Cavity voltage 𝑈gap [kV] 0 – 13
Tune scan Δ𝑄𝑥 , ramp 4.328 – 4.3345, linear
Extraction time [s] 0.55 (5 × 105 turns)
Norm. sextupole strength 0.04
Hor. chromaticity 𝜉𝑥 −6.45
Power supply ripples Sine (𝑛 · 50Hz) + noise

Figure 4: The horizontal profile evolution of the stored beam.
The SBRs are marked by lines according to 3𝑄𝑥+𝑚𝑄𝑠 = 13
using the low-amplitude 𝑄𝑠 .

bution undergoes significant modification. It is dominated
by a decrease in bunch length. The formation of the longi-
tudinal halo is less visible than that of the horizontal one.
The temporal coincidence confirms the SBR coupling. The
increase in bunch width at the end of the extraction is caused
by a small fraction of unextracted particles.

Besides the SBR coupling, the evolution of the particle
phase space is influenced by the extraction process, as halo
particles are extracted rapidly due to larger betatron ampli-
tudes and negative momentum offsets by chromatic cou-
pling [1,3,5]. An application based on analytic results using
the Hamiltonian formalism [10–12] may be hindered by prox-
imity to a 3rd integer resonance and due to particle extraction.
It might be a comparable situation to tune measurements
near a slow extraction setting [18].

The simulated time-dependent duty factors are depicted
in Fig. 6. In agreement with the measurements, it increases
near the SBR crossing, manifesting as "bumps" at the SBR
conditions and "dips" in between. With lower particle statis-
tics in simulations compared to measurements, the increase
in the Poisson limits appears near the SBR crossing. This
effect is also illustrated by the variation in the count rates;
see the lower subfigure. However, it is observable that the
difference between the duty factors and the corresponding
Poisson limits varies. This confirms that spill quality is af-
fected by the dynamical redistribution of stored particles
during the SBR crossing. The extracted temporal structure
is related to non-linearities in both horizontal and longitu-

Figure 5: The longitudinal bunch profile evolution of the
stored beam. The SBR lines are indicated.

Figure 6: Simulated duty factor (top) and count rate (bottom)
for Δ𝑡=10 µs during extraction for different gap voltages,
with evaluation interval of 𝑡bin = 20 ms and 5 ms respectively.

dinal motion. In particular, particles with larger horizontal
and longitudinal amplitudes conduct shorter transit times,
leading to a reduced temporal quality [1, 3–5]. Therefore,
high-frequency rf bunching does not uniformly suppress the
spill micro-structures during the entire extraction process.

The nano-structure of the extracted bunches for different
gap voltages is displayed in Fig. 3. Both centre variation and
island structure resemble those found in the measurements.
This confirms the correctness of the simulation and inter-
pretation. More simulation outcomes are available [15, 16].

CONCLUSION
The spill smoothness in tune-scan slow extraction can

be significantly improved with high-frequency bunching.
Systematic measurements with high temporal resolution
were performed. High-frequency bunching can lead to an
enlarged synchrotron tune and, hence, to isolated synchro-
betatron resonances that are crossed during the tune scan.
The resonances modify the circulating beam’s horizontal
and longitudinal phase space, as verified by simulations. As
a relevant measurable result, the micro- and nano-structure is
systematically modified by SBRs. For low-frequency bunch-
ing, similar modifications were detected [15,16]. However,
due to decreased distances between the SBRs lines, the effect
is less pronounced. Moreover, the visibility depends on the
initial horizontal and longitudinal emittance.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
We would like to thank Philipp Niedermayer for his sup-

port in converting TDC data.

IPAC'26 Preliminary proceedings (edited version): THP4092



PREPRIN
T

REFERENCES
[1] L. Badano et al., “Proton-Ion Medical Machine Study

(PIMMS), Part 1”, CERN, Geneva, Switzerland, Rep.
CERN/PS 99-010, 1999. https://cds.cern.ch/record/
385378

[2] R. Singh, P. Boutachkov, P. Forck, S. Sorge, and H. Welker,
“Slow Extraction Spill Characterization from Micro to Milli-
Second Scale”, in Proc. IPAC’18, Vancouver, Canada, Apr.-
May 2018, pp. 2095–2098.
doi:10.18429/JACoW-IPAC2018-WEPAK007

[3] J. Yang, P. Forck, R. Singh, and S. Sorge, “Study on spill
quality and transit times for slow extraction from SIS18”, in
Proc. IPAC’23, Venice, Italy, pp. 2435–2438, Sep. 2023.
doi:10.18429/JACoW-IPAC2023-TUPM097

[4] R. Singh, P. Forck, and S. Sorge, “Reducing Fluctuations in
Slow-Extraction Beam Spill Using Transit-Time-Dependent
Tune Modulation”, Phys. Rev. Appl., vol. 13, no. 4, p. 044076,
Apr. 2020. doi:10.1103/PhysRevApplied.13.044076

[5] J. Yang, P. Boutachkov, P. Forck, T. Milosic, R. Singh, and
S. Sorge, “Beam Characterization of Slow Extraction Mea-
surement at GSI-SIS18 for Transverse Emittance Exchange
Experiments”, in Proc. IBIC’22, Kraków, Poland, pp. 318–
322, Dec. 2022.
doi:10.18429/JACoW-IBIC2022-TUP36

[6] P. Forck, H. Eickhoff, A. Peters, and A. Dolinskii, “Measure-
ments and Improvements of the Time Structure of a Slowly
Extracted Beam from a Synchrotron”, in Proc. EPAC’00, Vi-
enna, Austria, paper MOP4B03, pp. 2237–2239, Aug. 2000.
https://jacow.org/e00/papers/MOP4B03.pdf

[7] P. Forck, R. Singh, et al., “Ripple Mitigation for Slow Ex-
traction Beam Quality Improvement”, IFAST Project, IFAST-
REX Deliverable Report D5.3, Mar. 2025.
doi:10.5281/zenodo.15100606

[8] S. Sorge, P. Forck, and R. Singh, “Spill ripple mitigation by
bunched beam extraction with high frequency synchrotron
motion”, Phys. Rev. Accel. Beams, vol. 26, no. 1, p. 014402,

Jan. 2023.
doi:10.1103/PhysRevAccelBeams.26.014402

[9] K. Groß et al., “Development of a spill-structure manipulation
cavity and first experiment with beam in SIS18”, in Proc.
IPAC’24, Nashville, TN, pp. 1432–1435, May 2024.
doi:10.18429/JACoW-IPAC2024-TUPR07

[10] S. Y. Lee, Accelerator physics. WORLD SCIENTIFIC, 2019.
doi:10.1142/11111

[11] A. Piwinski, “Synchro-betatron resonances”, in CAS - CERN
Accelerator School: Accelerator Physics, pp. 187–202, 1987.
doi:10.5170/CERN-1987-003-V-1.187

[12] S. Y. Lee, “Single particle dynamics at synchro-betatron cou-
pling resonances”, Phys. Rev. E, vol. 49, no. 6, pp. 5706–
5716, Jun. 1994. doi:10.1103/PhysRevE.49.5706

[13] H. Wiedemann, Particle accelerator physics. Springer Nature,
2015. doi:10.1007/978-3-319-18317-6_16

[14] T. Milosic, P. Forck, and R. Singh, “Sub-ns Single-Particle
Spill Characterization for Slow Extraction”, in Proc. IBIC’21,
Pohang, Rep. of Korea, pp. 438–442, Oct. 2021.
doi:10.18429/JACoW-IBIC2021-WEPP28

[15] P. Forck, K. Groß, T. Milosic, J. Schmidt, R. Singh, and
J. Yang, “Studies of Bunched Beam Extraction with High
Harmonics ℎ = 90 at SIS18: The Role of Synchro-Betatron
Resonances”, oral contribution to the 6𝑡ℎ Slow Extraction
Workshop (SX 2025), Stony Brook, USA, Oct. 2025, https:
//indico.bnl.gov/event/27693/,

[16] J. Yang, “Exploration of Slow Extraction Beam Quality and
Improvements at SIS18”, Ph.D. thesis, Goethe University
Frankfurt, in preparation.

[17] G. Iadarola et al., “Xsuite: an integrated beam physics simula-
tion framework”, in Proc. IPAC’24, Nashville, TN, pp. 2623–
2626, May 2024.
doi:10.18429/JACoW-IPAC2024-WEPR56

[18] E. C. Cortés García et al., “Interpretation of the horizontal
beam response near the third integer resonance”, Phys. Rev.
Accel. Beams, vol. 27, no. 12, p. 124001, Dec. 2024.
doi:10.1103/PhysRevAccelBeams.27.124001

IPAC'26 Preliminary proceedings (edited version): THP4092


