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Abstract
We present a new general analytic formula for radiation

spectra from inverse Compton scattering with a flat laser
pulse at an arbitrary scattering angle. Using the analytic
solution for a flat laser pulse, we build an approximation of
a Gaussian pulse as a series of flat pulses with varying field
strengths. From this description we obtain an expression
for the phase modulation between successive flat pulses due
to changing field strength, which produces ponderomotive
broadening in the scattered spectra.

INTRODUCTION
Inverse Compton scattering (ICS) is a promising mech-

anism for generating compact, high-brightness x-ray and
gamma-ray sources. In ICS, photons from a laser pulse col-
lide with relativistic electrons and are upshifted in frequency
through relativistic Doppler effects. Modern ICS systems
operate in regimes where nonlinear interactions between the
laser field and electron motion become significant, produc-
ing harmonic generation and ponderomotive broadening in
the scattered spectrum.

Accurate modeling of these spectral effects generally re-
quires detailed numerical calculations of the electron tra-
jectory inside the laser field. While several numerical ap-
proaches exist, analytic or semi-analytic methods remain
valuable because they provide physical insight into the scat-
tering process and can substantially reduce computational
cost.

In this work, we present a new analytic framework that
approximates an arbitrary laser pulse envelope as a sequence
of flat laser pulses. Exact solutions for radiation generated
by flat pulses are then combined coherently with phase cor-
rections between successive pulse segments. This approach
reproduces nonlinear spectral broadening while preserving
much of the simplicity of the analytic flat-pulse solution.

ANALYTIC SCATTERED SPECTRUM FOR
A FLAT LASER PULSE

Calculating the scattered spectrum in inverse Compton
scattering requires calculating the effective motion of the
electron as it passes through the laser pulse. In the linear
and nonlinear regimes, as well as both the Thomson and
Compton regimes, this requires computing [1]
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where 𝛽 is the initial electron velocity vector divided by
the speed of light, 𝑘̂ and 𝑘̂ ′ are the unit vector incident
and scattered photon directions, 𝜖 is the polarization of the
incident laser, and 𝐴̃ its normalized vector potential

𝐴̃(𝜉) = 𝑎(𝜉) cos
(
2𝜋𝜉
𝜆

)
. (3)

The spectrum is then computed from these expressions [2].
For a flat pulse laser envelope with strength 𝑎 and with 𝑁

full periods with wavelength 𝜆, 𝐴̃(𝜉) = 𝑎[Θ(𝜉 + 𝑁𝜆/2) −
Θ(𝜉 − 𝑁𝜆/2)], these integrals can be evaluated exactly in
terms of Bessel functions, just as in case of undulators [3]
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We define expressions for the Bessel function component
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where 𝑛 is the harmonic number.

SCATTERED SPECTRUM OF A SERIES OF
FLAT PULSES

Let 𝐴̃(𝜉) be a series of N flat laser pulses of equal wave-
lengths and periods with varying field strengths with end-
points 𝜉𝑖
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An incident laser pulse envelope can then be approximated
using a series of flat pulses as shown in Fig. 1. It follows
that for any number of flat pulses with normalized vector
potentials 𝐴̃𝑖
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Figure 1: A Gaussian laser pulse approximated by N = 11
flat pulses with equal temporal width. Increasing the number
of divisions, N , improves reconstruction of the original
envelope and corresponding radiation spectrum.

Thus the solution for a series of flat pulses is the sum of the
solutions for a single flat pulse with an additional phase term
which modulates the result based on the changing values 𝑎𝑖 ,
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This phase term Φ𝑝,𝑖 introduces a relative phase shift be-
tween contributions from each pulse segment. This effect,
combined with the shift in the harmonic location with 𝑎𝑖
in Eq. (10), creates ponderomotive broadening in the spec-
trum. For any particular harmonic 𝑛, each 𝐷1,𝑖 and 𝐷2,𝑖
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contributes a peak. The larger the difference in 𝑎𝑖 values,
the further apart these harmonics of the same number be-
come, broadening the spectrum.

The flat-pulse approximation was compared against spec-
tra generated using the SENSE [1] simulation framework as
shown in Fig. 2. In the linear scattering regime (illustrated
here with the 𝑎0 = 0.1 case), the approximation converges
rapidly as the number of flat pulses is increased. Even a
modest number of pulse segments reproduces the spectral
shape and harmonic structure obtained numerically. In the

Figure 2: Spectra calculated with the flat pulse approxima-
tion method in the linear scattering regime quickly converge
to the result produced by SENSE with increased rectangular
divisions. In these figures 𝑎 = 0.1, and the spectrum is ap-
proximated with (left) N = 5 flat pulses and (right) N = 15
flat pulses.

nonlinear regime (illustrated here with the 𝑎0 = 1 case),
additional pulse divisions are required because the pulse
envelope is more sharply peaked and the harmonic frequen-
cies vary more significantly across it, as shown in Fig. 3.
Nevertheless, the flat-pulse model accurately reproduces the
broadened fundamental harmonic associated with pondero-
motive effects. The results demonstrate that the method
captures the essential physics of nonlinear ICS spectra while
remaining computationally efficient. Because the model is
based on analytic flat-pulse solutions, it also provides direct

Figure 3: Spectra in the nonlinear scattering regime require
a larger number of rectangular divisions in the flat pulse
approximation, as the laser pulse is more sharply peaked.
Here 𝑎 = 1, and the spectrum is approximated with (left)
N = 15 pulses and (right) N = 45 pulses. The nonlinear
spectrum shows ponderomotive broadening in the funda-
mental harmonic, which is accurately replicated by the flat
pulse approximation.

physical interpretation of how pulse shape and field strength
influence spectral broadening.

CONCLUSION

We have developed a new analytic framework for model-
ing inverse Compton scattering using a sequence of flat laser
pulses to approximate an arbitrary laser envelope. By coher-
ently combining exact flat-pulse solutions with phase mod-
ulation terms between adjacent pulse segments, the model
reproduces nonlinear spectral broadening and ponderomo-
tive effects observed in ICS spectra. The approach provides
a flexible and computationally efficient alternative to fully
numerical calculations and may be extended to more general
scattering geometries and laser pulse profiles. Future work
will investigate applications to strongly nonlinear scattering
regimes and radiation reaction effects.
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