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The first steps in FAIR commissioning
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The international Facility for Antiproton and Ion Research (FAIR) is being built at the GSI Helmholtz Centre
in Darmstadt. The first project stage includes the superconducting 100 Tm heavy ion synchrotron SIS100, the
Super Fragment Separator, and associated beam transport lines. The GSI’s ion sources, UNILAC and SIS18 will
provide the beams. Installation work in the FAIR accelerator tunnels and supply buildings started 2024. The
sub-project FAIR Commissioning focuses on providing a practical organizational framework and coordinating
all commissioning activities comprising hardware and beam commissioning. The integrated commissioning
planning interfaces to the installation activities and takes into account the operation of the facility. The
commissioning of the cryogenic plant began in August 2025. Hardware commissioning of the transport line
is scheduled to start Q2/2026 followed by the First Beam Event at the end of 2026. This marks the begin of
beam commissioning. The presentation outlines the commissioning strategy, timeline, and current status of
the project.
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