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Since the start of the Large Hadron Collider (LHC), dust-induced beam loss events resulted in more than
hundred premature beam aborts and more than ten dipole quenches during proton physics operation. The
events are presumably caused by micrometer-sized dust grains, which are attracted by the proton beams
and consequently give rise to beam losses due to inelastic proton-nucleus collisions. Besides the events which
trigger dumps or quenches, a large number of smaller dust events has been detected by the beam loss monitors
every year. Although these events are not detrimental for physics operation, they are still carefully scrutinized
as they give a better understanding about the correlationwith beam parameters, about the long-term evolution
of event rates, and about possible correlations with shutdown activities and the installation of new equipment.
In this contribution, we present a summary of observations from the first three runs of the LHC.
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