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Over the years within JACoW each conference and their 

authors saw a shift in preferred platforms, file types, 

and accuracy of submissions. 

This talk will investigate and make comment on these 

evolving trends in

❖ accuracy of submissions, and

❖ changes in file type for conferences.
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What kind of changes took place will be shown based 

on data of the last 22 years [2004—2026] (where 

available) for

❖ accuracy of submissions, and

❖ changes in file type for conference series.

Data shown for 2020 and 2021 are all from virtual conferences 

with editors around the world without the luxury of having 

recently attended a Team Meeting or one of the bigger 

conferences as trainees. Therefore a tendency to more 

‘common’ error descriptions (and codes) can be observed. 

Nevertheless problem areas are still identifiable.  
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Changes in

❖ accuracy of submissions

❖⮴ Better and Worse ⮷



*Accuracy of 

submissions

*JACoW maintains a list of

Error Codes which is

updated when the need

arises. The original came

from SPMS and is now also 

in Indico.

*On the left the “latest” 

version from 2022-09-12. 

The last code introduced 

was FC03 for 

BibLaTeX/Biber/BibTeX



*Accuracy of submissions

This is the last plot where 

only SPMS conferences 

were shown. DOIs, 

references and their 

formatting were already 

checked and changed the 

overall distribution.



*Accuracy of submissions

This extends the plot till 

2026, but it does not show 

the important changes.



*Accuracy of submissions

Here the error codes TC06

(reference formatting) and 

TC14 (DOIs etc.) are 

summed up and show more 

precisely where we spent 

out time for corrections.



*Accuracy of submissions

But in the end these plots 

do not show what’s 

important and what not.

Indico and Stefano with the 

help of AI and still a lot of 

manual fiddling shows the 

difference.



*Accuracy of submissions

Now all available conferences in 

2024 to 2026 are combined: 

• 19 conferences in total

• 36,567 total error count 

See for yourself 



*Accuracy of submissions

*Better: some errors which had often been seen between 2004—2019  are

nearly gone or in sum below 1 %, e.g. Font problems [FPxx], Graphics 

problems [TC10, FC02], Bad PDF/PS/EPS, Tearing Boxes [FC04, FC05, FC10]

* As we are now checking References in more detail, these errors are

mentioned most often: Reference formatting [TC06], DOI problem [TC14]

* With Indico the number of corrections in Author and Affiliations seem to

have increased. [TC01] now third most error but had been ~8 % before

* Code TC12 (Badly formatted units) shows up more often as e.g. spacing or

linebreak between value and unit is checked.

* Then there are a number of problems found depending on source format:



*Accuracy of submissions

*Then there are a number of problems found depending on source format:

o MSWord: Wrong text flow after double wide figures and tables, indented

captions, misaligned references

o pdfLaTeX: Manual formatting or use of ‘oldstyle’ BibTeX without fitting style

information (IEEEtran style ≠ JACoW style requirements ⇒ BibLaTeX & Biber)

o LuaLaTeX: missing BoldMath symbols due to use of wrong commands for font

selection (\mathbf only for text not symbols ⇒ \symb/\symbi/…)
⇒ log checking necessary ( , etc.)



*Accuracy of submissions (cont.)

* And still the good old formattings errors

* Uppercase units in Title and Section headings

* Acronyms missing their CamelCase

* Figure and Table formatting, caption formatting

* Figures, Tables, References not in sequence or not references in text

* The presumed decline of errors in Text, Table, and Figure formatting

is only due to the strong shift to Reference and DOI type errors. 

And now for something completely different…
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EMEA

Americas



*Year’s color according to region

Asia/Pacific

EMEA

Americas



*Changes in file type in IPAC



*Changes in file type for NAPAC



*Changes in file type for ICALEPCS



*Changes in file type for LINAC



*Changes in file type for SRF



*Changes in file type for FEL



*Changes in file type for IBIC



*Changes in file type for Cyclotrons



*Changes in file type for MEDSI



*Changes in file type for HB



*Changes in file type for PCaPAC



*Changes in file type for ECRIS



*Changes in file type for COOL



*Changes in file type for ICAP



*More Info 

about papers 

& editors



*Questions?


